
VHS ALERT
BOATERS & ANGLERS  

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) virus is affecting fish species in Wisconsin. The 
virus is not a threat to people who want to eat their catch. YOU can help control 
the spread of this virus and other invasive species:

Drain all water from your boat and trailer, containers, and 
fishing equipment including bait buckets and coolers. 

Do not move live fish, including unused minnows, from 
these waters. All fish must be dead before leaving the 
landing or shoreline. Ice your catch and discard your 
minnows.

Do not use minnows unless they were purchased from a 
licensed Wisconsin bait dealer or you caught them from 
the water you are fishing.

Remove all visible plants, animals, and mud from your  
boat and trailer.
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If you witness a large number of dead or dying fish, please contact your local 
DNR office or call the DNR Hotline at 1-800-TIP-WDNR. For more information on 
the VHS virus, visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/pages/vhs.html 

Do not move water and live fish (including bait fish) 
from this water. 
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